
Inspire the Next Generation 
 “If I know someone out there is supporting me, 
    then I have more motivation to pursue law.”  

- 2021 Student Law Academy Scholar

Student Law Academy’s Mission 
Student Law Academy (“SLA”) aspires to serve as a future pipeline to diversify Kansas City’s legal community. 
Its mission is to provide underserved urban high school students, who would not otherwise have the opportunity, 
meaningful exposure to careers in the legal profession and a broad overview of the justice system. 

Mentor Student Law Academy Scholar 
SLA depends on local law professionals in the Kansas City community to provide a meaningful mentorship for 
each SLA Scholar. Each Scholar has an interest in the law and many questions about the reality of studying and 
practicing law. The time commitment is minimal, with the opportunity for you to build a lasting professional 
relationship with your Scholar. 
Commitment: Review the Mentor Guide to learn about your expected commitment. 

Provide a Job Shadow Opportunity 
SLA has developed a multi-year program for Scholars, with the second year including the opportunity to job 
shadow the legal profession. Volunteer to allow two SLA Scholars to shadow you and/or others in your office.   
Commitment: Review the Job Shadow Host Guide to learn about your expected commitment. Facilitate a job 
shadow experience for two Scholars in July for one week. Email your interest to info@kcmbf.org.   

Sponsor Student Law Academy 
SLA is possible due to the generosity of the Kansas City legal and nonprofit communities. With your support, 
we are able to ensure Scholars are paid for their time. Materials are provided to ensure each Scholar can 
participate fully in the program regardless of their socio-economic status.  

Learn more at kcmbf.org/sla. 

Have questions? 
 Email us at 

info@kcmbf.org.

mailto:info@kcmbf.org
https://kcmbf.org/sla
mailto:apply@kcmbf.org


"It is an outstanding program that connects the legal community with diverse, future 
community leaders. I'm inspired by the students' enthusiasm for the law and their eagerness 

to learn."  
- Sherri Wattenbarger, U.S. Department of Justice Office of The U.S. Trustee, SLA Mentor (2020)

Who We Are 
Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Foundation (KCMBF), in partnership with local education non-profit 
organization The Partnership for Regional Educational Preparation-Kansas City (PREP-KC), created 
Student Law Academy (SLA) in 2019.  

Our Mission 
SLA aspires to serve as a future pipeline to diversify Kansas City’s legal community. Its mission is to 
provide underserved urban high school students, who would not otherwise have the opportunity, 
meaningful exposure to careers in the legal profession and a broad overview of the judicial system. 

What We Do 
SLA collaborates with local law firms, courts, and other legal entities to provide a dynamic summer 
curriculum. SLA works within PREP-KC’s six school districts and three charter schools to select 
juniors and seniors in high school as SLA Scholars. 

  Mentor Guide
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“This is such a great opportunity for 
students and the volunteers. It is 
important for attorneys to continue to be 
involved in the communities that we 
practice in and give back.” 
- Tamara Veit, McElligott, Ewan & Hall, PC,
SLA Mentor (2021)

Program Logistics 
Mentors are needed for our Scholars! A mentor plays a vital role in befriending their assigned SLA 
Scholar, providing guidance, and offering a consistent presence throughout the program. Mentors will 
meet over lunch with their matched SLA Scholar in person weekly. We need mentors for both 
segments and you may choose which segment you wish to mentor! Read on to learn more. 

SLA Legal Pathway: New SLA Scholars for this summer will meet in person for three educational 
sessions each morning from June 5th to June 30th, 2022 (excluding June 19th in observance of 
Juneteenth). The SLA Legal Pathway plans to provide new SLA Scholars with in-person morning 
educational sessions. During those sessions, Scholars will attend three presentations from local law 
professionals on a variety of topics, such as Imposter Syndrome, Family Law, Legislation 101, and 
the Benefits of Government Practice, to name a few. The Legal Pathway continues the SLA tradition 
of providing exposure to careers in the legal field and an overview of the legal system to juniors and 
seniors within PREP-KC's partner school districts. 

As we are able, these students will also be provided with weekly field trips to local courts and other 
law-related organizations and sites for hands-on learning opportunities. 

Mandatory dates for the SLA Legal Pathway*: 

• Legal Pathway Volunteer Orientation & Networking Reception
June 1st 4pm-5pm (In person, at KCMBA) - pending

• Weekly Mentor/Scholar Lunch
Monday, June 5th, 12:30 - 1:30 pm (In person, at KCMBA)
Monday, June 12th, 12:30 - 1:30 pm (In person, at KCMBA)
Monday, June 26th, 12:30 - 1:30 pm (In person, at KCMBA

• Graduation & Reception
Friday, June 30th, 11:00 am (In person, at UMKC School of Law*) - pending

SLA Job Shadow: We are thrilled to continue this segment to SLA to provide returning SLA 
Graduates with an in-person rotational internship opportunity and mock trial experience. These 
returning Scholars, having already completed the Legal Pathway, will be placed at different law firms, 
courts, and government entities to job shadow legal professionals within a different office each week. 
Each Scholar will be assigned a Mentor to help them prepare for their job shadow opportunities and 
to assist them in building a portfolio to ready them for future career opportunities. Mentors will play a 



vital role in assisting with interview skills, resume-building, and college and career preparation. 
Materials will be provided as a guide. 

Mandatory dates for the SLA Job Shadow*: 
• Job Shadow Volunteer Orientation & Networking Reception 

Tuesday June 27th (In person, at KCMBA) - pending

• Weekly Mentor/Scholar Lunch
Monday, July 10th, 12:00 - 1:00 pm (In person, at KCMBA) -
Monday, July 17th, 12:00 - 1:00 pm (In person, at KCMBA) 
Monday, July 24th, 12:00 - 1:00 pm (In person, at KCMBA)

• Mock Trial & Ice Cream Social/SLA Reunion
Friday, July 28th, 1:00 - 3:00 pm Mock Trial, 3:00 - 5:00 pm Ice 
Cream Social (In person, at KCMBA)

*Locations and dates subject to change. Updates will be provided at
kcmbf.org/sla.

These dates are all required as applicable to your chosen session (Legal Pathway or Job Shadow). 
We understand unexpected conflicts may arise in your schedule. If you are unable to attend all 
program dates, you are responsible for identifying and confirming a substitute mentor and 
communicating any changes with KCMBF staff. Please contact Bethany Goettling 
bgoettling@kcmbf.org if you have any questions or know of any conflicts in advance. 

Schedule Details 
Volunteer Orientation will include expectations for mentors, recommendations from prior-year 
mentors on how to best connect with your mentee, a presentation on imposter syndrome and how 
this may be affecting your mentee during the program, and a networking opportunity to connect with 
your fellow volunteers. 

Mentor/Scholar Lunches are allotted one hour. Enjoy meeting with your Scholar and prepare them 
for their activities for the week. We encourage you to ask your mentee which sessions or job shadows 
they have enjoyed or are looking forward to. To encourage collaboration and discussion, you may be 
placed at a table with other mentor/mentee pairs for lunch. 

SLA Graduation will celebrate the graduating class of 2023, featuring a keynote speaker. Click here 
to view the program from SLA Graduation 2021. 

SLA Mock Trial & Ice Cream Social will allow SLA Job Shadow Scholars to demonstrate their skills 
learned during the program to present a mock trial. Following the mock trial, all volunteers, 
participants, and alumni will gather for a fun Ice Cream Social and Reunion. 

Become A Mentor! 

To apply to become an SLA Mentor, please visit to kcmbf.org fill out the Mentor Application or email 
info@kcmbf.org. SLA Scholars will be selected in mid-April. If you are selected as a Mentor, please 
expect an email with your Scholar’s information in May. 

https://kcmbf.org/sla
mailto:bgoettling@kcmbf.org
https://kcmba.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/KCMBF/Student+Law+Academy/2021/2021+SLA+Virtual+Graduation+Program.pdf


Mentor Tips 
• If you are selected as a mentor, you will be sent your SLA Scholar’s contact information. You 

are welcome to reach out and introduce yourself. 
 

• In Mentor/Scholar Lunches, talk about classes or majors that are helpful for a law degree. 
 

• Encourage your Scholar to seek connections with other professionals. 
 

• Explore the importance of reference letters for college and how to leverage their SLA 
experience for those connections and future references. 
 

• Talk about how you became a lawyer. 
 

• Explore topics not covered by the program, such as how a bill becomes a law, what a citizen 
can do to enact change in their community, or how other states select their judges. 
 

• Assign your Scholar a current events article or podcast episode, then discuss together. 
 

• Connect your Scholar with other professionals with similar interests or backgrounds. 
 

• Ask if your Scholar is willing to share their story. What made them want to explore being a 
lawyer or working in the legal industry? 
 

• If you have a hearing or conference in person or via Zoom, ask your Scholar if they would like 
to observe (with the advance permission of the Judge and others on the meeting/call). 

 
“If we can encourage just one kid each year,  
it's worth it in my mind.” 
– Courtney Stout, Williams Dirks Dameron LLC,  
SLA Mentor (2021) 

 
 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Bethany Goettling, 
info@kcmbf.org. 
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"This is such a great opportunity for students and the volunteers. It is important for attorneys 

to continue to be involved in the communities that we practice in and give back.” 
- Tamara Veit, McElligott, Ewan & Hall, PC, SLA Mentor (2021) 

 
Who We Are 
Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Foundation (KCMBF), in partnership with local education non-profit 
organization The Partnership for Regional Educational Preparation-Kansas City (PREP-KC), created 
Student Law Academy (SLA) in 2019.  

Our Mission 
SLA aspires to serve as a future pipeline to diversify Kansas City’s legal community. Its mission is to 
provide underserved urban high school students, who would not otherwise have the opportunity, 
meaningful exposure to careers in the legal profession and a broad overview of the justice system. 

What We Do 
SLA collaborates with local law firms, courts, and other legal entities to provide a dynamic summer 
curriculum. SLA works within PREP-KC’s six school districts and three charter schools to select 
juniors and seniors in high school as SLA Scholars. 
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Program Logistics 
 
SLA Scholars will participate in educational sessions each weekday morning from June 5th to June 
30th. The SLA Scholars will meet in person at KCMBA/KCMBF headquarters in person. The students 
will hear from a variety of local legal professionals covering a broad array of legal topics, from 
conversations with judges to protest litigation to Family Law 101. 

Sessions will be 45 minutes each, taking place between 9:30am – 12:15pm daily.   

Speaker Highlights 
We would recommend the below techniques be incorporated into your presentation/conversation with 
SLA scholars.  

• Include case study materials prior to the session if covering a certain type of law or case. 
SLA scholars can be required to pre-read materials. 

• If case study materials are not appropriate, SLA scholars can be required to conduct online 
research about a certain topic prior to the session. 

• Incorporate pauses throughout your presentation for the opportunity to ask and answer 
questions. 

• Ask questions directly to the scholars. Request their thoughts on a particular fact, subject, or 
situation. 

• Call on scholars by name directly if calling for response to a question. 

 

Share about yourself! 

These students are interested in learning how you became a lawyer/judge, and why you chose that 
path. We would recommend every speaker consider incorporating into their presentation the following 
topics: 

• Why did you go to law school or choose your particular career path? 
• What did you study in college? And how did it help you in law school? 
• Disqualifying charges: how students’ actions today can affect their future legal career. 
• The importance of well-being, starting healthy habits now to help you through law school and a 

law career. 

  

Talent is equally distributed throughout society.  
Opportunity is not. 

- Layla Janah  



(c) MMXXII Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Foundation. All rights reserved. 
 

SLA Schedule 
• Thursday, June 1st 4pm: Volunteer Orientation & Reception – pending date/time 
• Monday, June 5th – June 30th: SLA Legal Pathway   

o Every Monday, mentor lunch 12:30pm – 1:30pm 
• Friday, June 30th at 11 am: SLA Graduation at UMKC School of Law - pending 

Volunteer Orientation will include expectations for mentors, recommendations from prior-year 
speakers on how to best connect with SLA Scholar, a presentation and a small networking 
opportunity to connect with your fellow volunteers. 

SLA Graduation will celebrate the class of 2023, featuring a keynote speaker. Click here to view the 
program from SLA Graduation 2020, and click here to view the program from SLA Graduation 2021. 

SLA Legal Pathway - Speaking Sessions 
 
Contact Bethany Goettling bgoettling@kcmbf.org if you have any questions. To sign up for a session, 
fill in your name and topic here. 
 

https://kcmba.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/KCMBF/Student+Law+Academy/2020/SLA+Graduation+Program.pdf
https://kcmba.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/KCMBF/Student+Law+Academy/2021/2021+SLA+Virtual+Graduation+Program.pdf
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=f01f96f3-af84ae0f-f018b216-ac1f6b01771c-516bc4918684b82c&q=1&e=962e2c5c-fabd-49d9-b3b0-96e2b430a9ad&u=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fspreadsheets%2Fd%2F1sJWBfE7_uIZdInVnLwUM--NGD-qsWSecTXjChsv8U6s%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing


 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"This is such a great opportunity for students and the volunteers. It is important for attorneys 
to continue to be involved in the communities that we practice in and give back.” 

- Tamara Veit, McElligott, Ewan & Hall, PC, SLA Mentor (2021) 

Who We Are 
Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Foundation (KCMBF), in partnership with local education non-profit 
organization The Partnership for Regional Educational Preparation-Kansas City (PREP-KC), created 
Student Law Academy (SLA) in 2019.  

Our Mission 
SLA aspires to serve as a future pipeline to diversify Kansas City’s legal community. Its mission is to 
provide underserved urban high school students, who would not otherwise have the opportunity, 
meaningful exposure to careers in the legal profession and a broad overview of the justice system. 

What We Do 
SLA collaborates with local law firms, courts, and other legal entities to provide a dynamic summer 
curriculum. SLA works within PREP-KC’s six school districts and three charter schools to select 
juniors and seniors in high school as SLA Scholars. 
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Program Logistics 
 
SLA Scholars who have already completed and graduated from the SLA Legal Pathway program 
during a previous summer have been invited back for a job shadow opportunity throughout July 2023 
(referenced below as “Scholars”).  

Job shadowing will take place weekdays during three weeks in July (see dates below). Scholars will 
be paired up and they will rotate to a new location each week for a total of three locations by July 28. 
We expect Scholars to attend the Job Shadow for your full business hours each day. Pairs of 
Scholars will be matched with organizations that relate to the type(s) of law about which they are 
most interested. 

If volunteering to allow a pair of SLA Scholars to shadow you and/or your colleagues, you may bring 
your Scholars to a court hearing, deposition, mediation, or a visit with a vendor. The goal is to 
introduce these scholars to the widest variety of experiences in the legal community while showing 
them what it is like to work in a legal environment. The SLA Scholars will be expected to job shadow 
those in your office during your normal daytime business hours. Please communicate those expected 
business hours in advance with KCMBF staff. 

Throughout the program, the Scholars will also have Student Law Academy-assigned activities to 
work on during any “down time” they may have while at your location. The Scholars will be receiving a 
NITA Mock Trial Case and an assigned part in the case. They will work on their parts through July to 
culminate with a Mock Trial hosted at KCMBA Headquarters on July 28th, 1:00pm-3:00pm.  

The Scholars will also receive education and assignments on career-readiness activities, such as 
developing a resumé, creating a LinkedIn Profile, writing a cover letter, and more. You would be 
welcome to connect with Scholars about their assignments to provide your perspective. 

Mandatory dates for the SLA Job Shadow: 

• Host Volunteer Orientation & Reception 
 Tuesday, June 27, 4:00 – 5:00 pm (In person, at KCMBA) - pending 
 
• Host Two SLA Scholars for One Rotation  
 Rotation 1: July 11-14, daytime business hours 

Rotation 2: July 18-21, daytime business hours 
Rotation 3: July 25-27, daytime business hours 

 

Requested dates for the SLA Job Shadow: 

• SLA Mock Trial and Ice Cream Social/Alumni Reunion 
 Friday, July 28th, 1:00 – 3:00 pm Mock Trial (In person, at KCMBA) 
                           3:00 – 5:00 pm Ice Cream Social (In person, at KCMBA) 
 
 

 

 
 
 



Job Shadow Schedule* 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
July 10 July 11 July 12 July 13 July 14 

All Scholars 
participate in a 

Field Trip 

Job Shadow 
Rotation 1 

Job Shadow 
Rotation 1 

Job Shadow 
Rotation 1 

Job Shadow 
Rotation 1 

     

July 17 July 18 July 19 July 20 July 21 

All Scholars 
participate in a 

Field Trip 

Job Shadow 
Rotation 2 

Job Shadow 
Rotation 2 

Job Shadow 
Rotation 2 

Job Shadow 
Rotation 2 

     
July 24 July 25 July 26 July 27 July 28 

All Scholars 
participate in a 

Field Trip 

Job Shadow 
Rotation 3 

Job Shadow 
Rotation 3 

Job Shadow 
Rotation 3 

Mock Trial Prep 
Mock Trial 

Ice Cream Social 

*Note: SLA Scholars participate in orientation and field trips with KCMBF staff on July 7 and 8. 
KCMBF staff will host Scholars every Monday during which Scholars will enjoy lunch with an SLA 
Mentor. Job Shadow experiences will take place during “Rotations” as listed above, highlighted in 
blue. 

 

 

The Scholars asked really great questions 
and I’m glad we were able to give them a 
different perspective of the legal 
profession.  

 - Camille Roe, Jackson Lewis P.C., SLA 
Speaker (2021) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Host Responsibilities 

• Host two SLA Scholars during one of the three Job Shadow Rotations (1, 2, or 3). 
• Provide lunch for the Scholars on the days you are hosting. 
• Create a job shadow schedule and send to KCMBF staff prior to the start of the program. 
• Scholars are treated as young employees and maintain professional etiquette and 

expectations (ex: dressing and speaking professionally, being on time, and being prepared to 
work). 

• Hosts must be available for the duration of the job shadow to provide guidance, oversight, 
constructive feedback, and structure workflow. 

• Scholars learn a broad understanding of the organization and careers available in the field (ex: 
interact with workers throughout the organization’s hierarchy or across departments). 

• Scholars are provided an opportunity to reflect and synthesize their experience in a positive 
and enriching environment. 

• Hosts will receive a list of suggested activities from KCMBF staff and will be added to an SLA 
online community to share job shadow ideas and field trip opportunities. 

Share About Yourself! 

These Scholars are interested in learning how you became a lawyer/judge/legal professional, and 
why you chose that path. We recommend every Host ensure they speak with their Scholars about the 
below topics: 

• Why did you go to law school or choose your particular career path? 
• What did you study in college? And how did it help you in law school/professional training? 
• Why are you in the type of organization/law firm at which you currently work? What was your 

path leading to this organization/position? 
• Disqualifying charges: discuss how students’ actions today can affect their future legal career. 
• The importance of well-being: discuss the benefit of starting healthy habits now to help you 

through law school and/or a law-related career. 

Attendance Protocol 

The SLA Job Shadow will be hosted during daytime business hours during your selected Rotation. 
Hosts may determine the schedule for which their Scholars must attend, taking into consideration a 
one-hour allotment for lunch and/or breaks. Scholars will be paid for their participation by KCMBF. 
Overtime is not allowed. Scholars are expected to arrive on time and communicate with their host by 
email or phone in the event of an emergency. 

Scholars are expected to attend 90% of their job shadow days in order to meet attendance 
requirements and receive their full pay. In the event of an absence due to illness, a Scholar must 
notify their host and KCMBF staff by email and/or phone call by 8am on the day they expect to be 
absent. If no contact is made by the Scholar, it will be deemed an unexcused absence. 

To apply to be an SLA Host, please email your interest and selected Rotation (Rotation 1: July 11-
14, Rotation 2: July 18-21, Rotation 3: July 25-27) to KCMBF at info@kcmbf.org.  

 
If you have any questions, please contact Bethany Goettling info@kcmbf.org  

                 APPLY 

mailto:info@kcmbf.org
mailto:apply@kcmbf.org?subject=SLA%20Host,%20July%202022
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